Producer Nicole Alexander tells Shamistha de Soya

how she gets acts together
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On jeaving school, Alexandor recenved a
scholu:hp 1o atudy voice ot the Sydnoy Con
servatorium of Music. Simultaneously, she
taught singing and initiated the Sydnoy Musk-

Lcal Thaatre Camps - holiday mtensives that

offered students regular opportunitios 10 per-
foem. Adding 1o her teaching expenence, she
worked in arts admvnistration and scoourtng
before esublishing har peoduction company

The holiday camps have NOW grown into
the Mid-Summer Opera and Mid-Winter Mu-
sic Worksnops, held annually for students
from around Australia, and there are soveral
exciting projocts ahood

In SeptembenOctober 2007, Sydnay the-
atregoecs will get the- oppocuntty 10 seo
for themselves the powerful new Amerl-
can opora Dead Man Walking by composes
Jake Hogge and fitrettst Torence McHally,
which Alexandor s prodocing for presentor
Androw McManus, The opara wis commis-
sioned by the Sun Francisco Opura from the
eponymous bestseling book by Sister Helen
Prejean, based on her reallfo relationship

with 8 convicted murdaney s shoe counsels
him In preparation for his execution

The opera peamiored 1 Sen Francisco in
October 2000 with conductor Patrick Surm-
mers and Susan Geaham and Frederiks von
Stade amongst the cast It was parformed n
Australia ty the State Opera of South Austra-
lia in August 2003 with Teddy Tahu Rhodes
25 tho prisonet on death 1wy, Alexander dlans
10 stage a new production in Sydnoy wath
Rhodes and an Australian cast and production
toam

Meanwhie, Jarnary 2007 sees the rotum
of the Mid-Summer Opera, along with a treat
for lovers of choral music when Aloxandot
brings the Talis Scholas to Sydney. Cred:
ted with the revival and histodcally accurate
parformance of eary vocal music, especially
from Engish composars, the Talis Scholars
will conduct a weokdong intensive at the
University of Sydney. Thay will aiso perform
a sedes of concens at the City Recits! Hak
whare Aloxander finds tho acoustics ‘abso-
lutely divine.

‘Sydnary i home 1o 2ome increditle ven-
ves... the Opera House Concert Hal, the
State Thestre, the Copitol Theatra, and the
City Recital Hall" she says.” | aiso like 1 look
ot less familiar options such as the Hordam
Pavilion, the Parade Theatre, and even old
warehoused. Sometimes the botter known
venues 6o not create the right “vibe™. Be-
COUsO 8 Venuo noods to be aimad at the auds
ONCE YOU are tying 16 attract, it can make of
broak a pece.’

Alexander behoves that Sydney has & di-
verse and dynamic network of ants support
ers, which s one reason why many musts
choooo 10 basoe themseles in Sydnay, and a
factor that reduces tho financial risk to a Syd-
nay peodaction, 'l beliowe that any nisk needs
1o be calculated, You ¢on't survive in the arns
in Austraia (f you aren’t sensible abouy your
project cecisions.” Her decision 10 produce
Deoad Men Walking was not taken Sghtly, a8
its . content is confronting and at odds with
audiences seeking pure entertinment.  But
85 Aloxander says, ‘the eotertainment & in
the fascnation of the story, and the ‘ncrod-
ile display of musicionship and drama that
surrounds this piaca. It is 50 rédavant o our
society, Capital punishment exists Whather
you believe in it or not, we a5 a developed
society reed to confrant it and discuss it. That
s why wa do what we do in the arns, because
of the pawer to persuade, mvolve and influ-
once pooples’ Hvas *

Descrbing berself as 3 “hands on™ pro-
ducer, Alexandor says, 'l don’t droam - | do
1 am coastantly trying 10 create ongong op-
porunities not just for establshed artists but
for emerging artists as well. | pm Passion-
ata about ENEAQING NeW audionces 0 Sup-
port the wealth of talerted Australian singers
and by producing accessible and contompo:
rary wo'ks, and | believe we're starting 10
achiove this* o
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